TechKnow Challenge

No Keys? No Problem!

By Cindy Rott

ne of the best things we recently
added while remodeling our home
was a keyless deadbolt on the front

No lpnger do we fumble with keys

; » find the right one; we simply
punch in a 'secret' code. When we leave the
house the deadbolt with the touch of
just pne button. This lock is extremely easy
to install. There are many different types
and styles available at your big box
hardware store and, of course, there are
countles: ires goline.

We love this new addition to our home
because we can o ;
We dl.__.ll'llt
have to hide a key if house guests pra
repairman arrive when we are not home, we

and not have to carry our keys.

just pri m in a temporary code and then

delete it when that person has left. Our

By Ryan Helfenbein

s Yo can imagine, pepple ask me
Ajnteresting questions oo a daily basis

about my wotk in the funeral
business: "Can 1 scacrer my cremared remains
in the Chesapeake Bay?" "Do I need a special
permit €9 fly my hushand's urn to Ohig?" "Can
you be sure to see that Fam in my hirthday
suit when my visitation takes place?” I've
precey much heard it all and nodhing is a
surptise anymore. Nonetheless, it has made
me realize that many pepple today want o
know more about what is available to them
and what funerals are all about than ever
before Sol have been asked 1o wiite a regular
eplumn 1o answer your questions about this
business.

Let's start with a commonly aslked
question when I meet with a family o make
advance funeral plans: "What do I dgif a
death poours our of own?' This is a very good
cuestion. We've seen Hollywood create spme
vety memprable moments based on this
situation. For example, how can we forget
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lock kit cos
installed E
But I am told ¢
minimum of skills could do it themselves.

t most home owners with a

A certain party with whom I live has
admitted how life has beconie so much
easier, now that he does not need to search

this car is also keyless). He who
h found the time
to lock up, since it is sp - the quick
push of a bution is all it ers on his way put
the dl.u,u
The lock can be programmed with an
ut it shouldn' be
3 uld guess the code.
Previous to this lock, pur deadbolt was
almost more trouble than it was worth to
Iock. The key had o be found, inserted,
oled, and then checked

turned, sometimes ;

Clark Griswold tying his grandmother-in-law
tn the mof of his'station wagon, with his entire
family in the car so he could make sure her
body was requrned home in the 1990s film
National Lampoon's Vacadon? 1 would
stmpngly recpmmend not using the ¢ rswrold
method" and instead concace 2 licensed fineral
establishment.

When a death ocours away from home,
you first need to contact the funeral home who
assisted the deceased in making advance
funeral plans of "prearmngements.”  If this
was ot done in advance, then you need o

contact the funeral home that would have
aormally been called if deach did in fact ocour
near home

Funeral homes have affiliates, or at least 2
resgutce book that they can reference,
throughout the United Seates. This doesnlt
mean they are all owned by the same
company, although some are, this just means
that your lpcal funeral home will contact a
reputable firm in that area o assist them in
seeing that your remains requrn home, This is
50 important. When a family contacis a
funeral home when death ocours and also
eontacts their hometown funeral home, they
may feceive charges for two professional service
fees and possibly other expenses. Not only is
it a smart financial decision ) coneace your,
hometown funeral home, but by using your
home town funeral home, you will have pne
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to see if it was really

locked. Whenin a

hurry to leave the

hruse, we often would

skeip this step and just

turn the kaob lock

And guess what we

learned? Dumb thing

to do. Our door was

kicked in, and mor

imporiant than what

was stolen, pur sense of security in pur

quiet Severna Fark neighborhond went

right gut the door with that thief.
Now, since it is 5o simple and

berause we learned something the hard

way, we just push the button, listen for

the bl_'__llt toy ll_:lljk and |_‘._;HWE B0 &

contact, one company to oversee the
entire process and pne point of
reference for any information and
questinns your family may have. It
reduces dhie confusion at a very
pverwhelming tme.

But what if death pcouin a
third world eountry? Many times it
& third world counay when a death
poours the deceased is buried within
24 hours if 2 funeral direceor is not
contacted. I think you get the point:
Contact your hometown funeral
heme as spon as possible. .

Ryan Helfenbein is o ficenséd
[Juneral divector and certifted
planning counselor. He assisiy ' .
Iocal vesidents with end-of-lifey
decisions offered by Advanced. ‘\“"
Funeral Planning and ‘
Insurance Solutions fhmugk

Feliows, Helfenbein and

Newnar Funeral Homel o At
To book Ryan for a group e
préseptation oy g privdte
consuliaiion please call
(410) 758-3987 or contact
him via e-maif &t

1s it going to matter that you were here?




