Ask the Undertaker

By Ryvan Helfenbein

Going Green for All Eternity

becarne mare comples 4 weage? Tike

the word "green." As o child, green
ment "Gl It was o misturs of blue and
pellow the colar of the Incredible Hulk and
to sorme, theughts of surnmer. Mot ang
lzrygar, ‘This sirnple, are-spdlable word new
statyds for o rmmch more. Teday green could
be defined by seme as meanitg "sco-fiendly"
"ratural," "envirenmmentally pracisus" and
even "a means of burial" In this e of
Chetlook by the By, oy quastion comes
freen 4 wooman in Baseon whe ades, "l green
burial offered arsund hers?"

This & o questian that's hecorming mare
poepular due to the "preen meovernent” we are
all peticing by mur society today The AATD
ABC N ewe and many media groups ae
covering this topic of "natnral burial " This is
4 mears of disposition that I feel could
pethaps become more popular than
crepmation & today Te arawer the guestion,
yras, thete i a "green butial cemetery located
Iy our state. Jrsies on the groneds of
Bestpate Mernotial Tark, off of Bestpare Reoad
in Arnrapolis. Asfar as T knoew this green
butial sectiog offers the anly available preaty
burial lots in Marpland, Netethel s, there iz
discnssion of poecibly some being awailabls on
the Bastern Shere in the corming years.

S what s this green burkal all about, ym
enight aske? Wilcipedia defines it as ",
cematery where the body i remrned o the
earth to decomposs abd recpele pameally Iris
ab arwiranmentally sstainable aleerpatiee oo
exiating funeral practices " Generally
speaking, it i o area of rataral surcounndin ps
offering 4 means of burial that is penerally
hot harmful o the sarth, which can inclode
the burial of cremated rermaire i
bizdegradable nrr or burial i an ereiron-
rnatically frisndly dheond o caslet.

Isn't It frperestinge b vary sirnple words
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Mest of us wonld think that this form of
burial wonld date back to our cavee ret
abcestirs o evan back to the WiHd West era.
“on wenld be surprised o know that
according o the Centre for MNamral Burial,
graat butial bepan i 19972 i the Uhited
Kingdem. Heowever, what s amazing i the
fact that three pears afrer the bepinning of
this mesernent, 17 "green burial cemeterias”
becarne available and today more than 200
eiist ity the United Kingdem, This
rnoveriatt it bacornitg maore and rore
popular and i bow available ripht here in
wour baclgrard it Anreapoli.

This local preen burial cametary offers 4
tmriber of sptinre o mest the mears of
"matural burial " One aspect that bes 4 real
"green touch” is that each prave is hand dug
abd the rarkers nsed in this cermetery are
trags-- Bot granite, bronee o marble, bot
trees, Arnother ibterecting aspect i that mast
graet burial cermeterias today nse a
biadegradable caseet for burial called an "ecn-
ped" coretneted of recyelable paper In
Maryland, they use an ecofrisndly wil low
braskeet caskeat for green burials and fer
crematiot, biodagradable nrns,

o rnight ask thet f there i bo marker to
shomy wwhers the decepsed weas burizd, hogr doss
the farniy know where to po after the services
are over? Thunles to the meredible techaalapy
that is avatlable to ns reday 2ach fundy
rnember i given 4 OrPS eordiraee o oo where
theair lewed ohe s butied it the green cermetary
e nse it i boats w0 locare Bshing prounds, in
cars t fitvd o destivvatioee and no s i
cernateries o lomee our loved o,

Ryan iz a loensed funeral divector and
ceriified planning counselor. He can be
reached af rpani@ifinFuneralHome com o

(410 758 5967 T

Maryiand's adventure began here 375
years ago and confinues today ...

IS OUR BRTHOAN

Maryland began here
375 years ago—
come celebrate with us!
Enjoy a year of heritage festivais, special
desals, great getaways and cool glveaways.
Don't miss qur Big Birthday Bash,
Friday through Sunday, June 19—21.
Try our Celebrate 375
Bruster's Real lce Cream!
Visit the Web for details, and to find out
how toget your FREE Discover
St Mary's County Vaiue Card—
our birthday gift to youl

WWW.MARYLAND375.COM

5t. Mary's County Division of Tourism
B00-327-8023
www. stmanysmd.comftourism
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