Ask the Undertaker

Cremation

and All That Remains

e of roy faverite toplos is
crepmaticn. I am abways armozed by
the reasons people give for swanting

to be crernated and it is sommething that is
being discnssed maore ard more. Reasons I
often hear, and ones T will address hees, ars
that It 15 cheaper, It saves scarce land and ir s
Eazier,

Saving money s the ene Thear the
mast. To arswer this divectly, yes, ceemoarion
can be cheaper than tradivicnal bueial. Bor
it i also rrue that tradivienal buorial can also
be cheaper than cremation. Rernernbar thar
the coat of the funeral pravider’s services and
mmearchardize all depends an what the
i ividual azks of the nrdertaker and what
the costomer selects. Por svammple, Thave
tnade advance plare for individuals with a
total coat of more than $14.000 10 crernation
services abd I have alse made advance plars
for indisddnalz with less than $5,000 i
traditicnal burial cosrs. Tao of the major
factors in burial and cremation are the
merchardize the farnily seleces and where the
persoh iz to be laid o pese. With burial,
farnily weould need vo selece twn iterns of
marchardiza: o caskeer ared ap outer burial
etnclosure. Witk cramation, o farmily woold
reed to select three iremns of merchandize: o
Crar atlan cobtainer, urn and soter bural
wrty encleznre. The lecatiorn of the cametery
iz a big factor in the cosr of burial as well
Thers ars cornetery Lotz on the Bastarn Shore
that enly cost $100 per grave, compared to
butial lots cutside Washington, DC, that
cost berweeny §2.000 and 34,000, S2 as oo
can zee, o lot of varlables come dete play
when chocsing whether yon would like 2 be
buried or cremated. It is besr to meer with
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abh uhdarrakeer whe spedalizes in planbing
abead and ler him work sithin o budger yeun
provide,

The asserticn that we are running oot of
lard is one that Tusoally arswer with o arile
abd a shalee of the head. Firsr, let me azle,
whe s e IF anpone should be concerned
with running cot of space it shounld be
Arlingron Matienal Cernerery in
VWashingtan, TC., and that could
potentially happen. This ene cemetery does
mearly 20 burials per day ard they, at some
point it the newr dacade or voe, conld find
the nesd to increasze the avallable space. One
alternative for individuals concernsd with
thiz topic iz green burial. This iz the use of 2
grave that s all natoral ard malkes ne nse of
concrets burlal cortainers ard other
tnaterials that will last forever, It is wroly
petuthing to the sarth the natoral way
Somme varisties of gresn burial sven offer the
renzitg of grave spaces after o cerraln time
frarne. With this, there wonld be no concern
about ronning oot of laed.

Irdividuals whe come to me when
plarwing abead ard say that they want this
to be as easy as possible on their snrvivors at
the tirne of their own dearke cornmenly
follewr it up with, "That's whi we want te be
crematad.” Acmally Teould have to zay
that a traditional burial service would be
eazler When someons mesrs with an
uwrrdeetakeer to disonss crernaticn the
costorner should be asked questiors such as
Do pon want ceermation to be done befors or
after services?  Is thers to be o waitarion? If
4, 15 crernation to be done before or after
the wizsitation? Iz the urn te be present ar
the service? Are weto usean wrh ark? Is the
body te be placed in a crermarion casket or a
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cramatioh contaiker? Yo should alse
kpow that insorne cases the sighaturss of
all ienrnediare farnily mernbears are peguired
to allew the underraker ro even mose
forward with cremaricn, When it cormes o
traditicnal burial, questicns asked are:
Whar virne frarne woold yoo like for
wizitityg hours? Whers iz the service to be
held and whers are the cernerery lots?
Crarnatict can be sasy buritis all how you
define sazp Whether a farnily seleces
crarnation of burial, the services
celebraring that individual's lifs iz whar iz
tnost bnportant. I oatnet tell yon how
rnaviy tirnes e had survivers of farnilies
whe cheose nrnediate cremmation o buorial
with ne services then come back and zay
they wish they wonld have dene things
differantly.

Helping a farnily heal is what sur
inchoarey shonld strive to offer sverpone
whether o family chooses borial or
crarmatiot. By educating pourself in
adwanca o the optichs available when it
Cornes to cramation, as well az the
Crapmation process in general, oo will find
that thers s muoch mere to this methed of
dizposition thar what s portraged o the
tnadia, Crernatioh can be o very
merarable means of celebrating ane's life,
but please be suee to learn more about
what 1z offered before making a basty
decizsien. All of the concerrs menticoned
are legical and allow an cppormnity te
discuss o topic that is typlcally net
addreszed. &;':’

Fyern, o (icensed fineral divector aned
certified plonning soungelar, con be reached
at Ryan@fhnFureralBom e com ar J10 755-
3987
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