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Chwer the centuries we have zeen
prendente pay tribute to the veterans whe
srve owr country lhe standard for hon-
orng those whe Fave their lives for their
country was set in 1862, when faced with
mounting Civil Whr casusldes, the Con-
gress passed and President Abraham Lin-
ooln signed inte law the establishment of
naticnal cemeteries, Congress empowered
Linceln te acquire cernetery grounde annd
secure them to be used 2z naticnal cemeter-
ies for those whe eerved, net just these whe
died, This became the very first federal leg-
islatien to eolidif}i the con cepit of ofHaring
cerneter v property as a veterans benefit, The
ﬁnnapolis ati enal ISemeter}r Fei] Ta}rla
Aoerie and West Street was the second of
14initi311}r authorizedb}r the legislation.

Azan undertaleer,it is an honer to
aszist the families ofthese whe cave back te
CUr countTy by SEIVIOY 10 our [ rnilit:ar}r.
Here are seme of the genere] benefits awail -
dble for weterans and their families, which
will provide a better understanding of what
cur naticen has te offer,

Becanze of the Tespect Fresident
Linceln had for those whe served eobravel}r,
he passionatel}r pushed and eought approvral
for an heonersbly disdharged veteran, sur-
viving spouse of a weteran and a dependent
child of 2 veteran to be permitted to be laid
torestin a proter_"ted and maintsined cem-
etery, Lou:all}r, we have date cemeteries lo-
cated in the tewns of Crownsville, Hurl ecls,
Cheltenham, Crwings Ivlills and Flintstene.
In additien to theee, we also have our lo-
cal Mational Cemetery of Arlington outside
Washjngton, D All of these cemeteries,
both state and national, alzo offer _gre-und
burial and columbabium niches for crema-
tion urns, Yeterans whe qualify for greund
burial receive not only a grave space for
thern sehves and thzaer ! endaete bﬂit-*i&}

*

Yeu sheuld be aware that a wet-
erant dees not hawve a cheice of where the
ST Ve Space will be located in the cernetery
It is not like & private cemetery where you
Cafl pm'-:hase that lcwel}r pTave space b}r the
cak tree from a church or corperation or
an eternal waterfront view cﬁ.rerlooking a
particular body of water, In 2 veterans cem-
etery, the repres:entatives frern the Cernetery
thooses the graveate and reserves space for
all ether qualiﬁed f:amil}r members,

oo what if the veteran's spouse or
dependent Passes away first? The pouse
can be bured in a veterans cemetery but
the veteran mmust sign stating that thej.r, to,
will be buried with the spouse in the future,
What if the vetersn remarries after losing 2
speuser DoITy spouse number two, the vet-
eran must be buried with the frst spouse,

In sddificn to the cemetery prop-
erty and what comes along with it, a vet-
eran's farmilvis also provided o U flag, The
undertaker secures the Hag on behalfefthe
farmnily and can crganize military honers to
be performed. I".-"Iilita.r}r heners prmride the
farnily and friends of the veteran with a cer-
erneny, which can be performed at a ceme-
tery, funeral heme, church or other location,
teo recognize the wveteran’s service. Included
1z the playing of taps, folding ofthe flag and
preeentation of the ﬂag te the Eunil}r. The
military honers performed are completely
determined b}r the service the weteran gave
to our country Semetimes honors include
cazket bearers, ﬁring party, full band
and even a caissen, This is determined
threugh the discharge paperwork by the
military o cemetery Tepresentative, The
undertaker is informed of the heners te
be provided and adjust the services ac-
cerdingly.

Along with helping families ar-
range for gwe space, outer enclosure,

azdztance th.rough the VYeterans Adminis-
tration. The beneftts that accrue to 2 par-
Hoalar weteran are t}rpicall}r determined at
the time of passing, Te learn mere about
what mmay be available te el and Feaur farn -
ily contact your local undertaker or wat
http /S wwwoa.gov/

President Linceln not enly want-
ed te pay tribute to service members whe
gave their life to our country by providing 2
Freper burial,but he wanted to be sure each
of their families and fiends had = place to
o in order to werk through that grieE He
realized that seldiers were not fust seldiers,
but f'athers, rnothere, brothers, sisters and
children ef these left behind:

“Weh omaker Pewad mems wotd
charity for afl with fFrmnes mothe rigkt @
Fod grues s to ses the vight, It w strive om o
Jinirh the woork we are tn, to bind wp the na-
Buomi vvnmds, Be cave for om aoko shall have
bornethe battle andfor by widenn and bis or-
Phan, to do all wohich may achisve and cherish
a just and lwttng peace omony survelvy and
woith all nations,” — President Linceln's sec-
ond inaugural address.

Byan, svmer and supervising morticaan and
Freplanming commerlor @ Lasting Tributes on
Bestgate Road tn Annapols, offers solutions
g b becost fomerad, He can be reached @
4108074852 o Ryan@Lasing Tribider-
FmearaCoracom
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